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All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help, and ask for His forgiveness.
We seek refuge in Allah from the evils of our souls and the misdeeds of our
actions. Whomever Allah guides, none can misguide, and whomever He allows to
go astray, none can guide. | bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship
except Allah, alone, without partner, in glorification of His majesty. And | bear
witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, His beloved—may Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him, his family, his companions, and those who
follow them in righteousness until the Day of Judgment.

O servants of Allah, fear Allah as He deserves to be feared, and know that your
bodies cannot endure the Fire. Know that the best guidance is the guidance of
Muhammad (peace be upon him), and the worst of matters are newly invented
matters, for every innovation is a misguidance, and every misguidance leads to
the Fire.
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The month of Ramadan reminds us that we are a people of glory and authenticity,
a people with a rich history and civilization. It reminds us that we are a nation with
a strong identity, unwavering resolve, and lofty aspirations. Ramadan reminds us
of our identity, that the source of our strength and honor is the Book of our Lord
and the Sunnah of our Prophet (peace be upon him).
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Ramadan reminds us that our identity is unique and does not dissolve into others.
It reminds us of the identity that toppled the thrones of Caesar and Khosrow. It
reminds us of the identity that defeated the Crusades. It reminds us of the identity
that triumphed over the Mongol invasions. It reminds us of the identity that may
weaken but never humiliates, for its roots are deeply embedded in history.

O servants of Allah, know that one of the virtues of the blessed month of
Ramadan is that it is a landmark of the identity of this divine nation. It was in
Ramadan that the Quran was revealed, reconnecting humanity with its Creator
after being led astray by devils. In Ramadan, the spiritual dimension of Islamic
worship is most vividly manifested.

Fasting in Islam is a great act of worship, and due to its greatness, it is one of the
pillars of Islam. It is no wonder that this pillar encompasses noble objectives
related to individuals and the Muslim community. Among its most important
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objectives is the preservation of Islamic identity and the renewal of the
distinctiveness of this Ummah through its rulings and teachings, which distinguish
it from other religions and cultures.
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First: The Source of Islamic Identity in Ramadan is the Quran.

O noble brothers in Islam, the source of this Ummah’s honor and strength, and
the source of its unique identity, is the Book that Allah revealed in Ramadan to
serve as its constitution, its guiding path, and its light in the darkness of life. It is
the Quran. Allah says: “We have sent down to you a Book in which is your
remembrance. Then will you not reason?” (Quran 21:10). Scholars have
interpreted this verse to mean that the Quran is the source of our honor and
distinction. Allah also says: “Indeed, it is a reminder for you and your people, and
you will be questioned.” (Quran 43:44).

The Quran and the purified Sunnah are the two primary sources of Islamic
identity. Allah has emphasized their preservation, saying: “We have sent down to
you a Book in which is your remembrance. Then will you not reason?” (Quran
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21:10). Both verses highlight the necessity of holding firmly to the Quran and the
Sunnah, for they are the source of honor and elevation for the Muslim. They are a
source of pride and distinction, as Allah says: “But honor belongs to Allah, His
Messenger, and the believers, but the hypocrites do not know.” (Quran 63:8).
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Second: The Quran and the Identity of Distinction (Loyalty and Disavowal).

O noble brothers, the Quran came to preserve the Islamic identity so that it does
not dissolve into others, causing its people to lose their identity. The Quran
established boundaries and principles to protect this identity, the most
prominent of which is the principle of loyalty and disavowal, which is due only
to Allah, His Messenger, and the believers. Allah says: “O you who believe, do
not take your fathers or brothers as allies if they prefer disbelief over faith. And
whoever among you takes them as allies, then it is they who are the
wrongdoers.” (Quran 9:23).
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Third: Emphasizing Islamic Identity Through Fasting.

O brothers in Islam, know that the entire Shariah, including fasting, has preserved
the distinctiveness of this Ummah, based on its finality and its balanced nature in
all matters. Fasting emphasizes this meaning by prohibiting imitation of other
nations in certain rulings and teachings, even though fasting is fundamentally a
universal act of worship. The distinction of this Ummabh is a recurring theme in
many branches of Islamic law.

For example, the Prophet (peace be upon him) encouraged hastening the breaking
of the fast to distinguish Muslims from the Jews, who delay it. He said: “The
people will remain in good so long as they hasten to break the fast.” (Bukhari).
Similarly, the Prophet emphasized the importance of the pre-dawn meal (Suhoor)
to distinguish Muslims from the People of the Book. He said: “The distinction
between our fasting and the fasting of the People of the Book is the meal of
Suhoor.” (Muslim).
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Fourth: Ramadan and the Identity of the Ummah Through Social Solidarity and
Compassion.

O brothers in Islam, Ramadan is the month of unity in feelings, emotions, and
sentiments, making the Ummah like a single body. In Ramadan, the values of
compassion and social solidarity are manifested in their most beautiful forms. The
heart becomes softer, and the soul becomes more attuned to the suffering of
others. Fasting reminds us that there are those who suffer hunger year-round,
instilling in us a sense of mercy and responsibility toward them.

« Giving without Expectation: Through charity and Zakat al-Fitr, the highest
forms of generosity are achieved, as one gives from what they love without
expecting anything in return.
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« Social Connection: Communal iftars and mutual visits make Ramadan a
golden opportunity to strengthen social bonds.

« Collective Action: Ramadan highlights the most beautiful forms of
cooperation through volunteer initiatives, reflecting the spirit of solidarity
within the community.

The Prophet (peace be upon him) was the most generous of people, and his
generosity peaked in Ramadan. lbn Abbas reported: “The Prophet was the most
generous of people, and he was at his most generous in Ramadan when Gabriel
met him. Gabriel would meet him every night of Ramadan to review the Quran,

and the Prophet would be more generous than the blowing wind.” (Bukhari).

The Prophet also encouraged feeding those who fast, promising great reward for
it. Zaid ibn Khalid reported that the Prophet said: “Whoever feeds a fasting person
will have a reward like theirs, without diminishing the reward of the fasting person

in the slightest.” (Tirmidhi).

O servants of Allah, let us reflect on the victories that Ramadan has witnessed
throughout history, from the Battle of Badr to the liberation of Makkah, from the
Battle of Tabuk to the decisive victory at Ain Jalut, and the modern triumph of the

October War. These victories remind us of the strength and resilience of this
Ummah when it holds firmly to the Quran and the Sunnah.

Let us strive to preserve our identity, revive our glory, and work toward the unity
and strength of this Ummah. May Allah accept our efforts and grant us success in
this blessed month.
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O believers, Ramadan is not a month of leisure or idleness. It is a month of
discipline, reflection, and monumental achievements. It is a shame to see some
people treating Ramadan as a time for breaks, binge-watching shows, or wasting

precious hours. Historically, this is the month when Muslims achieved their

greatest victories, both spiritually and on the battlefield.

You have already proven to yourself that you can survive on one or two meals a
day, freeing up time that would otherwise be spent on worldly distractions. Use
this time wisely. Strengthen your connection with Allah, seek forgiveness, and
strive for self-improvement. Do not let Ramadan pass like any other month. Let it
be a month of transformation, accomplishment, and renewal



