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Praise be to Allah. The Gracious, the Merciful. We praise him, we seek His help,
we seek His forgiveness, and we seek refuge in Allah from the evil within
ourselves and our evil deeds. Whoever Allah guides, there is none to misguide
him. Whoever Allah let go astray, there is none to guide him. I testify there is no
God but Allah alone, without any partners, and that Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, is His servant and His messenger: (Oh you who believe be
conscious of Allah and let every soul consider what it has forwarded for tmorrow
and be conscious of Allah, Allah is aware of what you do) we ask Allah to grant us
being conscious of Him.
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People of Islam, Allah SWT says: (O you who believe! Respond to Allah and to
the Messenger when He calls you to what will revive you (make you alive). And
know that Allah is between a man and his heart, and that to Him you will be
gathered.) Let us ponder upon this verse; Let us ask: Why does Allah call it
reviving while we are alive? And what is real life? And what does Allah wants
from us with this speech.

Ibn Masoud says: “whenever you hear in any verse Allah saying: (Oh you who
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believe) then pay attention, it is either a good that you’re commanded with, or an
evil that you are prohibited from committing”.

People of Islam, Allah directs us in this verse to a great matter; Namely, it is a
statement that a person’s real life begins when he responds to the command of
Allah and His Messenger, adheres to it, and truly applies it in his life. He says: (Is
he who was dead, then We gave him life, and made for him a light by which he
walks among the people, like he who is in total darkness, and cannot get out of it?
Thus, the doings of disbelievers are made to appear good to them.) Those who
respond to Allah and the Messenger, outwardly and inwardly, are the living in the
world of the dead, even if they are the least of the people in wealth, status, or
number. They are the happy despite their poverty and need. And others are the
dead, even if they are alive in bodies.
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Living in the west has allowed us to be exposed with the cultures of different
people and to know their customs, feasts, and occasions. It is hardly a month
passes without a celebration, feast or anniversary. A few days ago, Thanksgiving
was celebrated in Canada on the second Monday of October, unlike the states, it is
celebrated on the Thursday before the last Saturday in November. And after a few
days, specifically on the 31st of this month, people around us will celebrate
Halloween, and so on. Since we live in this society and we mix with the people
daily, we need to talk about this.
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Will try and shed some light on Thanksgiving. It is a celebration that dates to the
early seventeenth century AD when the Europeans began to migrate to the
American continent, especially the British, to escape the persecution of the Church.
They arrived on 1621 to the eastern coast of America, and soon after, the winter
months with heavy rain and snow destroyed their crops and killed lots of them.
After months of heavy losses, one of the native Indians, who was the chief of a
tribe intervened and taught them hunting and farming until their conditions
improved. Afterwards to celebrate the first harvest season, the English held a
celebration in which they invited the Indians to thank them for their help.

Then after they were well of and had control of the lands, they exterminated the
American Indians in order to get their lands. Since that date the celebration of
Thanksgiving has become an American heritage and later moved to Canada, but
they offer it in October because of the cold fall in Canada in November.

The strange thing is that if you want to ask someone what the origin and idea
behind Thanksgiving is? he would not be able tell you. but if you ask a Muslim
child with us about Eid Al-Fitr or Al-Adha, he will be able to tell you a lot.
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After we got to know Thanksgiving, let's get to know a little the celebration of
Halloween, which is dated on the 31% of October. Many historians consider the
Sambhain festival of the ancient Celtic peoples from Ireland and others, as the
origin that later turned into the festival of Halloween. People believed that the
souls of the dead who died in that year are allowed to return to the land of the
living. This holiday was combined with the Feast of Saints celebrated by the
Christians. People in several regions of Europe, until recently, believed that the
dead on that night walked among them and that witches flew over them, and for
this reason, fires were lit in the air to drive away evil spirits. In the nineteenth
century, the story of the witches was replaced by deceitful children, and people
wore scary clothes and painted their faces with drawings representing ghosts and
designed the skeletons of humans who symbolize the dead as well as Satan and
other evil creatures.
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This feast should not be taken lightly by Muslims because it is a feast completely
different from our traditions and is imposed on us commercially. It carries behind
the manifestations of the feast, joy and fun, renewed pagan and anti-religious ideas
about life and death.

This holiday is symbolized by the empty pumpkin with frightening shapes drawn
on it and a lit candle is placed inside it. People disguise themselves in masks and
fancy clothes so that the evil spirits do not know them. Children go from house to
house with bags and baskets to fill them with sweets and candy, and whoever does
not give candy to them, the evil spirits will be angry with him.

What is striking is that many Christians shun these celebrations, yet most of them
do participate. Thankfully most Muslims do not participate in this celebration, but
unfortunately there are those who do.
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We ask Allah to make us among those who listen to the word and follow the best
of it.
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The Messenger of Allah (saw) warned us by saying, “He who imitates people is
one of them.” Muslims should listen and respond to the hadith of the Messenger of
Allah (saw) and refrain from imitating non-Muslims and participating in their
religious festivals. Islam absolutely forbids imitating social customs and religious
rituals.

From an Islamic point of view, Halloween is one of the worst holidays because of
its pagan origin. There is no doubt that it is forbidden to participate in this holiday,
even if some practices in this holiday seem innocent. Participation in such
celebrations is a manifestation of the weakness faith.

Muslim parents must teach their children the obligation to stay away from
falsehood and its rituals and not to imitate non-Muslims in their religious customs.
We also must explain to our children why we should not celebrate it and that we
should instead celebrate the Islamic holidays.
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One of the greatest causes of our problems is the weakness of responding to the
command of Allah and His Messenger, and it is itself the cause of the weakness
and disunity of this ummah. There are people among this ummah who do not
accept anything from the religion except what comes in accordance with their
whims and desires, whether right or wrong. The response to Allah and the
Messenger, PBUH, is the true test and the practical manifestation of faith. (The
response of the believers, when they are called to Allah and His Messenger in
order to judge between them, is to say, “We hear, and we obey.” These are the
successful.)
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The evidence of the sincerity of your Iman, the strength of your faith, and the
intensity of your love for Allah and His Messenger; It is the speed of your response
to the commands of Allah and His Messenger. When you hear a verse that contains
the command of Allah, and when you hear a hadith that contains the command of
the Messenger of Allah PBUH do you accept that immediately without delay? Or
are you procrastinating, and delaying responding to Allah and His Messenger? And
when Allah’s judgment informs you of an issue in your life, and the judgment of
Allah’s Messenger informs you of one of your livelithood issues, how much time
will pass for you to comply with Allah’s judgment (But no, by your Lord, they will
not believe until they call you to arbitrate in their disputes, and then find within
themselves no resentment regarding your decisions, and submit themselves
completely.)

58 & laiuY) ias ol Aiad) 5 Gl e Y) e 4 ad Lo Ayl ol o ) Ui el L) sle
550 a5 b O 0B G 2850 sia Tl 1 Mas J 66 V5 a3 4 2y Y a0 b of 0 el
() e

Servants of Allah: We are in great need of repentance to remedy the evasion
and negligence that we are in, and to respond to Allah when we have the time,
before a day comes in which neither regret nor heartbreak will benefit. The
Almighty said: (Respond to your Lord before there comes a day that is not
averted from God)
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