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Praise be to Allah, who has prescribed fasting for His servants and made it a means
of purifying their souls from sins and misdeeds. | bear witness that there is no deity
except Allah, alone, without partner, the Sovereign, the One, the All-Knowing.
And | bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, the best of those
who prayed, fasted, stood at the sacred sites. May Allah’s blessings and peace be
upon him, his noble and distinguished family, and those who follow them in
righteousness until the Day of Judgment.

(Oh you who believe be conscious of Allah and let every soul consider what it has
forwarded for the morrow and be conscious of Allah, Allah is aware of what you
do)
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People of faith, after a few hours the month of goodness, mercy and blessings will
be upon us, and it is not hidden from you what Allah has placed in it of great
goodness, great and many gifts. And such a season needs tact and intelligence to
deal with it so that it does not pass us by unnoticed. It needs thoughts,
recommendations, and messages that | remind myself with and everyone before the
month begins. The first of these is to renew our intention for and devotion in our
acts for the sake of Allah and only for the sake of Allah. Because every act of
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worship you intend on doing, you need to precede it with good intention and that
you’re doing this act is solely for the sake of Allah SWT. And because every act of
worship that is not completely for the sake of Allah, will not get rewarded by Allah
as He said: (Whoever hopes to meet his Lord, let him work righteousness, and
never associate anyone with the service of his Lord.”)

The prophet PBUH said: “Allah (glorified and exalted be He) said: I am so self-
sufficient that | am in no need of having an associate. Thus, he who does an action
for someone else's sake as well as Mine will have that action renounced by Me to

him whom he associated with Me.”

We need to renew our intention from now while we’re standing just very close to
the start of the month and we must remember. The intention to fast is made by
every Muslim, but the intention of devotion and sincerity is what only a minority
do as Allah says: (But none will attain it except those who persevere, and none will

attain it except the very fortunate.)
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People of faith, whoever’s interest and thought in welcoming Ramadan doesn’t
exceed buying necessities and stockpiling foods and racing to the markets to buy
everything that is delicious is not equal to those whose most interest is in feeding
their soul and thinks about purifying their heart, purifying their soul and turning to
Allah the Almighty in this blessed month. Always thinking: How do | benefit from
this season? How do | plan and prepare to be freed from the hell fire this month?
How to be from those that paradise misses? How to be from those that win Allah’s
forgiveness? How do | be the first to start reading Quran, the first to help people
break their fast, the first to give Sadagat and the best in manners and treatment.
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People of Islam, the second thing | remind myself and everyone to do is
repentance, abstaining from sins, leaving one’s insistence on them to enlighten the
heart.

Repenting to Allah SWT, from all the sins minor and major, is always an
obligation on every Muslim as Allah SWT says: (And repent to Allah, all of you
believers, so that you may succeed.)

It is always an obligation on every Muslim but renewing it in seasons like this is a
special case. Repenting is one of the ways of preparing the heart. You abstain from
your past sins to cleanse the heart and keep it ready to perform all the good deeds
in this month.

People of Islam, sins act as a barrier on the soul and the heart and makes you weak
towards good deeds, it discourages you from acts of worship and whenever the
servant of Allah reduces these weights from his shoulder, that’s when they enjoy
and taste the sweetness of Iman. Let’s make our motto this month, (and | hurried
on to You, my Lord, that you may be pleased.”) we ask Allah to bless us in
witnessing the month of Ramadan and make us among those accepted in it.
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Allah SWT gets happy when a slave repents to Him, and He calls for this
repentance and encourages it and wants it from them. As He said: (And Allah
intends to accept your repentance -Allah wants you to repent-) The question is,
why does Allah want us to repent?
( We did not reveal the Quran to you to make you suffer)

Allah wants repentance for us so we don’t suffer, he wants us to repent to grant us
the best rewards, he wants us to repent to elevate our ranks, he wants to protect us
from the consequences of sins from loss of barakah to loss of goods to living in
fear and misery and many more of the negative consequences of sinning.
Allah wants us to repent although out repentance is of no benefit to Him SWT and
if we don’t repent Allah’s greatness is harmed in any way. But its benefit and its
consequences are coming back at us but He wants us to repent for our benefit, our
happiness and pleasure. So we ask Allah to grant us the ability to repent and may
He accept our repentance.

O Allah, enlighten our hearts with the light of repentance, grant us good guidance,
and grant us a good return to You. O Allah, we ask You, O Allah, to make us
forbidden to the Fire and enter us into the highest Paradise without punishment or
reckoning. O Allah, rectify our hearts, forgive our sins, whiten our faces on the
Day of Resurrection, and make our end good. O Allah, grant us safety in Ramadan,
grant safety to Ramadan, and accept it from us.
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