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All praise is due to Allah, the Gracious the Merciful, we seek his help, we seek his forgiveness,
we seek refuge in Allah from the evil within ourselves and our evil deeds, whoever Allah guides,
there’s non to misguide him and whoever Allah lets go astray there’s non to guide him. I bear
witness that there is no God worthy of worship except Allah, and I bear witness that prophet
Muhammad is his servant and messenger. Allah commanded us with a great commandment and
said (O you who believe, be conscious of Allah as He should and die not except as Muslims)
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During the Battle of Al-Qadisiyyah, Rustam, the commander of the Persians, sent a message to
Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas, the leader of the Muslims, saying: "Send us a man to speak with us." So
Sa'd sent Rib'i ibn Amir. When Rib'i entered, Rustam had adorned his court with golden
cushions, silk carpets, precious jewels, and lavish decorations. He sat upon a golden throne,
wearing a golden crown. Rib'i entered wearing coarse clothes, armed with his sword (wrapped in
a cloth), a shield, and riding a short horse. He rode his horse right onto the carpet, then
dismounted and tied it by tearing apart two cushions. When the soldiers told him, "Put down
your weapons," he replied, "I did not come to disarm at your command. You called me, and if
you refuse, I will leave.” Rustam permitted him to approach. Rib'i walked forward, tearing apart
every cushion and decoration in his path. When he stood before Rustam, the latter asked, "What
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brings you here?" Rib'i responded with words immortalized in history—words worthy of being
written in gold:

"Allah has sent us to deliver whom He wills from the worship of men to the worship of the Lord
of men, from the narrowness of this world to its vastness, and from the injustice of religions to
the justice of Islam."

This is the dignity of a believer confident in his Lord. So what are the causes of humiliation and
disgrace among Muslims today?
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1. Love of This World and Hatred of Death

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

"Soon the nations will gather against you as diners gather around a dish.” The Companions
asked, "Will it be because we are few that day?" He replied, "No, you will be many, but like the
foam of a flood. Allah will remove fear of you from the hearts of your enemies and cast weakness
into your hearts." They asked, "What is this weakness?" He said, "Love of this world and hatred
of death."”
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2. Abundance of Sins and Disobedience
Allah says:
"For those who do good is the best [reward] and extra. No darkness will cover their faces, nor
humiliation. These are the companions of Paradise; they will abide therein forever. But those
who earn evil deeds, the recompense of an evil deed is its equal, and humiliation will cover them.

They will have no protector from Allah, as if their faces are covered with patches of dark night.
These are the companions of the Fire; they will abide therein forever." (Quran 10:26-27)
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3. Failing to Defend the Oppressed
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"No one abandons a Muslim when his honor is violated and his rights are trampled except that
Allah abandons him when he most needs help. And no one supports a Muslim when his honor is
violated except that Allah supports him when he most needs it." (Ahmad, authenticated by Al-
Albani)
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4. Opposing Allah and His Messenger
Allah says:

"Indeed, those who oppose Allah and His Messenger are among the most humiliated." (Quran
58:20)
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5. Submitting to Other Than Allah

Allah warns:
"The Day when they are called to prostrate, but they will not be able. Their eyes will be
downcast, covered with humiliation, for they had been called to prostrate while they were sound

[but refused]."” (Quran 68:42-43)
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6. Abandoning Jihad in the Path of Allah

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

"When you engage in usury (riba), cling to the tails of cows, become content with agriculture,
and abandon jihad, Allah will impose humiliation upon you, which He will not lift until you
return to your religion.” (Abu Dawud, authenticated by Al-Albani)
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7. Division and Enmity Among Ourselves

Allah says:
"Obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute lest you fail and lose your strength. And be
patient, for Allah is with the patient.” (Quran 8:46)

Allah has promised the believers who remain steadfast victory and support.”

Indeed, Allah, Glorified and Exalted, has promised His believing, upright servants victory and
support. He, the Most High, said:

“Indeed, Allah will surely support those who support Him. Indeed, Allah is Powerful and Exalted
in Might. [They are] those who, if We establish them in the land, establish prayer and give zakat
and enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong.”

And He, Exalted, also said:

“Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righteous deeds that He will surely
grant them succession upon the earth.”

So Allah has promised them victory and succession if they believe and do righteous deeds—if
they support the religion of Allah, enjoin what is right, and forbid what is wrong. The secret
behind the delay of the Muslims’ triumph and their humiliation is their failure to hold firmly to
the rope of Allah, their lack of cooperation in righteousness and piety, and their neglect of the
duty to enjoin good, forbid evil, and support the religion of Allah.
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Dear beloved in Allah, when a Muslim takes pride in his faith and truly feels this honor and
strength—by Allah—even if all the enemies of Islam were to overpower him, they could never
take anything from him. For this dignity resides in his heart, and no matter what is done to him,
reaching his heart remains impossible. They may seize his body, even tear it limb from limb, but

his faith, conviction, and honor remain unshaken in his heart—fearing none but Allah, the
Almighty.

How Can the Ummah Regain Its Honor and Dignity?
From Where Does It Derive Its Honor?

1. Unshakable Belief That Allah Alone is the Source of Honor
Firm faith and certainty that Allah—the Almighty, the Invincible—is the sole Bestower of
honor.

2. Obedience Brings Honor, Disobedience Brings Humiliation
Just as righteousness clothes a person in dignity, sin drapes them in disgrace.

"Is the one who is a believer like the one who is a sinner? They are not equal.” (Quran
32:18)

3. Genuine Pride in Belonging to Islam
True honor comes from sincere attachment to this faith, taking pride in it—even in times
of weakness and oppression.

4. Certainty in the Ultimate Triumph of Islam
We deserve honor by believing that Allah has decreed the dominance of His religion,
while the false strength of the disbelievers is destined to perish—for it is built on illusion
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and falsehood. This conviction instills in the believer a sense of honor, nobility, and
elevation.

Unity and Avoiding Division

The honorable are those who stay far from discord, conflict, and fragmentation—even
within their own homes and communities. They are humble with the believers and firm
against the disbelievers.
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The Ummah will never reclaim its rights nor overcome its enemies until it seeks honor—
and true honor is not found with the disbelievers. It is sought from the Lord of Honor, alone,
with no partner.

"Whoever desires honor—then to Allah belongs all honor." (Quran 35:10)

"Honor belongs to Allah, His Messenger, and the believers, but the hypocrites do not
know." (Quran 63:8)

And Allah’s victory is coming—without a doubt.

"Indeed, We will support Our messengers and those who believe in this worldly life and
on the Day the witnesses arise.” (Quran 40:51)

"Allah has promised those who believe and do righteous deeds that He will grant them
succession in the land, as He did for those before them, establish their religion, replace
their fear with security, so long as they worship Me alone, associating nothing with
Me." (Quran 24:55)

O Allah, grant us the honor of Islam, unite our hearts, and make us among those who
uphold Your religion with dignity and strength.
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