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Praise be to Allah. The Gracious, the Merciful. We praise him, we seek His help,
we seek His forgiveness, and we seek refuge in Allah from the evil within
ourselves and our evil deeds. Whoever Allah guides, there is none to misguide
him. Whoever Allah let go astray, there is none to guide him. I testify there is no
God but Allah alone, without any partners, and that Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, is His servant and His messenger: (oh you who believe be
conscious of Allah and let every soul consider what it has forwarded for the
morrow and be conscious of Allah, Allah is aware of what you do) we ask Allah
to grant us being conscious of Him
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About a week ago, we concluded one hijri year and we got into a new one and we
say in such an occasion that in our transition from the year 1443 to the year 1444
AH there are lessons and guidance, we see the days running and we are
approaching the meeting of our lord and standing in-front of him SWT.
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The prophet PBUH praised the believer and said (A wise man is the one who calls
himself to account (and refrains from doing evil deeds) and does noble deeds to
benefit him after death) so this is an opportunity for accountability. Allah SWT

says (And man will be evidence against himself., Even as he presents his excuses.)
every one of us knows their nafs knows themselves more than anyone else. We

need to sit with ourselves in life and hold it accountable. Hold yourself accountable
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for at least one past year, ask yourself a couple of questions, how was your
relationship with Allah, how was your worship, how many good deeds have you
done, how many bad deeds have you done. How many times have you tried to
repent?
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Hold yourself accountable and ask yourself were you this year a good example of
Islam and Muslims in this country or were you a reason to reinforce the image that
the media is trying to create about Muslims. Servant of Allah, hold yourself
accountable Infront of Allah as judgement day accountability for those who used to
hold themselves accountable in this world will be easier why? Because when you
hold yourself accountable and as a result evaluates the nafs better than the one who
neglects and leaves their nafs. Ask yourself about relationships for one past year,
and as we said the first is your relationship with Allah then ask about your
relationship with the rights holders the past year at least. How was your
relationship with your parents, if they were alive how were you treating them and
if they were dead. Are you a good a pious son? As the prophet mentioned (When a
man dies their deeds come to an end except for three) and one of them was (pious
son who prays for him.) how was your relationship with your spouse the past year,
how was your relationship with your kids, your relatives? How beautiful is holding
ourselves accountable as it reveals the secrets of your heart.
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We always mention holding ourselves accountable as Allah SWT has marked for

us the enemy and said (The soul commands evil) so the success is to know how to
deal with this nafs that commands evil.
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Our great religion taught us also as we hold ourselves accountable on the failure of
the past, it has also taught us not to despair of the mercy of Allah and it taught us
that if the servant repents then their past sins are expiated as the prophet PBUH
said (repentance expiates what’s before it) so servant of Allah, if you found out
that you made mistakes, then repent and ask Allah for forgiveness and here you
start a new page with Allah SWT.
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People of faith, and one more reminder with the need to consider what it means
with the passing of one year and the beginning of another, know may Allah have
mercy on you that such an event shouldn’t pass by without reminding you that
you’re getting closer to your grave, Al Hassan Al Basry says: “ Oh son of Adam,
you are a collection of days, whenever a day is gone from your life, part of you is
gone” and the prophet PBUH said: "A wise man is the one who calls himself to
account (and refrains from doing evil deeds) and does noble deeds to benefit him
after death; and the foolish person is the one who subdues himself to his
temptations and desires and wishes from Allah the fulfillment of his vain desires".
Meaning of wishful thinking of Allah
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People of Islam, its incumbent upon us to set our affairs straight, in our
relationship with Allah, pay attention to your prayers, think seriously about
performing the pillar of Hajj this year, memorize from the Quran and don’t waste
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your time, we have to set our relationships straight, within ourselves, within our
homes, with your relatives, with your partners at work, with our neighbors. Make
this new hijri year a productive year, you are a Muslim, you must have valuable
goals in your life, could be as simple as raising your kids on the straight path, and
if you couldn’t set such goals for yourself then the least you can do is to forbid
your evil from yourself to the Muslims, and have a good intention for there is a
reward in good intentions.
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We have to better our environments that we spend our times within, Allah SWT
says: (And keep yourself patient by being with those who call upon their lord in the
morning and evening, seeking Him, and let not your eyes pass beyond them) and in
that note, MSPEI is organizing a camping event for the youth 12+, at the end of
this month, but you’ll see all the information announced soon with the fees and the
instructions to register, this event will be in the first week for boys and the
following week for girls In Sha allah. Just keep an eye out for an email and
facebook post.
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And may I conclude with reminding myself and everyone of fasting the day of
Ashura which will be Monday the 8™ of August and the value of fasting that day is
the prophet PBUH said: "It is an expiation for the sins of the preceding year."
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