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All praise is due to Allah. The Gracious, the Merciful. We praise him, we seek His
help, we seek His forgiveness, and we seek refuge in Allah from the evil within
ourselves and our evil deeds. Whoever Allah guides, there is none to misguide
him, and whoever Allah let go astray, there is none to guide him. I testify there is
no God but Allah alone, without any sons or partners, and that Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, is His servant, and His messenger.

O Muslims, I advise you, and myself, to fear Allah in secret and in public, as it is
His commandment to His first and last servants: (We have instructed those who
were given the Book before you and you to be conscious of Allah)
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O believers, differences between people are part of how Allah (sw) created us and
it is something Allah Almighty decreed among people. It is needed so the earth can
be built through cooperation and competition. Discussing ideas to take the best
amongst them and facing challenges by deep thinking would lead to betterment of
trade and industry. Were it not for disagreement, which often leads to conflict,
man would be lazy, his mind would wither, his powers would fail, and all mankind
would lag behind. Allah (sw) said: (Had Allah willed, those who succeeded them
would not have fought one another, after the clear signs had come to them; but
they disputed; some of them believed, and some of them disbelieved. Had Allah
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willed, they would not have fought one another; but Allah does whatever He
desires.) Disagreement is a divine way that God Almighty willed for the benefit of
His servants. Allah (sw) said: (Had your Lord willed, He could have made
humanity one community, but they continue to differ.) That is: His wisdom, Glory
be to Him, necessitated that He created us so that there would be among us the
happy and the miserable, and those who believe and those who don’t.
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The believer is commanded in the event of disagreement to abide by the truth and
strive to reach it. If he was a scholar, he should strive to strip himself of his self-
interest, and always follow the truth. If he was ignorant, he removed his ignorance
with knowledge, and if he was unable to learn, he should imitate a pious scholar
whose knowledge and fear of Allah is known to him. Differences is a reason for
the misguidance when the self-interest is prevailing, and the one who follows his
own “nafes and hawa” will pick what suits his intestes regardless of the truth and
even if it disagreed with Allah’s commands. Allah only guides those who follows
his commands and strive to please him: (But none differed over it except those
who were given it—after the proofs had come to them—out of mutual envy
between them. Then God guided those who believed to the truth they had disputed,
in accordance with His will. God guides whom He wills to a straight path.)
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Oh Muslims, if a Muslim knew that differences is part of life and he should
strive to accept the truth and must know the etic ate of differences.... Yunus
Al-Sadafi said: “I did not see wiser than Shafi'i! [ debated him one day about an
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issue, then we parted, and he met me and took my hand and then said: O Abu
Musa, is it not right that we are brothers even if we do not agree on an issue?
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O Believers: One of the signs of the Hour will be the occurrence of disagreement
among people, and the admiration of everyone with his opinion, and this is what
we are living in now, and it is what increases the Ummah fragmentation and
division. This is why we have to learn how to differ so it becomes a mercy for the
nation, just as the hadith “difference of my nation is a mercy”. It was interpreted as
a mercy because the difference has become a reason for research and the spread of
knowledge, although the hadith “the difference of my nation is a mercy” is a false
hadith that is not valid in its chain of transmission, but this is its meaning if it was
applied. If the dispute is a place for resentment, estrangement, and division then
the dispute becomes pure evil.
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Al-Fudayl bin Iyad said: “The believer seeks excuses, and the hypocrite seeks
mistakes.” And it was said: “If a brother among your brothers slips up, seek
seventy excuses for him, and if your hearts do not accept it, then know that the
fault is in yourselves, as seventy excuses appeared to a Muslim and you did not
accept it” Omar Ibn Al-Khattab, may God be pleased with him, said: “Do not think
badly of a word that comes out of your believing brother, while you find a good
explanation for it.”

With such concepts, the evil of disagreement and differences will disappear, and
this is what we are missing today, unfortunately. Oh God, show us the truth
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O people: If disagreement is a global norm, then it is necessary to meditate on the
etiquette of disagreement so that the evil of disagreement goes away and good part
of the disagreement remains so among the etiquettes of disagreement
First: Refer to the book and the Sunnah, the Almighty said: ((Whatever matter you
differ about, its judgment rests with God)

The second etiquette: Excusing ignorance. Excusing ignorance is part of the
purified Shari’a. Rather, the Shari’a is based on it. So whoever commits a mistake
out of ignorance is excused due to his ignorance
Third Etiquette: One of the imams’ excuses is ijtithad, so none of them deliberately
contradicts an authentic hadith from the Prophet, PBUH, so he must have an
..excuse for leaving it
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Fourth Etiquette: Kindness in Dealing: Kindness is one of the origins of da’wah,
and a principle of Sharia law. If you think that your friend is in error, treat him
gently so that he may accept what is right from you. Allah said to Moses, PBUH,
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when he commanded him to go to the call of Pharaoh: (But speak to him nicely.
Perhaps he will remember or have some fear.)

Fifth etiquette: that one does not speak without knowledge, the Almighty said: (And
do not occupy yourself with what you have no knowledge of. The hearing, and the
sight, and the brains—all these will be questioned.) It is necessary to understand the
issue before it contradicts, so whoever speaks about an issue is ignorant of it, it is
most likely that he contradicts what is right, and if the ignorant were silent, the
disagreement would have diminished.
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Sixth etiquette: and its among the etiquettes of discussion, A Muslim presents his
opinion calmly and clearly so that people can understand it, so if he thinks that he
should repeat his words so that those who did not understand him understand them,
then he Anas said that when the Prophet made a statement he repeated it three
times so that it would be understood, and that when he met a company and gave
them a salutation he did it three times. Bukhari.

Seventh etiquette: To think well of the violator, and that he only intended to strike
the truth, but he made a mistake with good intention, and that he has the reward of
diligence, so do not hold him in your heart of rancor or grudge.
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This is a set of etiquette that, if we applied it, the disagreement between us would
be less, and people would coexist lovingly, even if they did not agree on many
issues.

In conclusion, it is necessary to revive the spirit of tolerance in the nation in
order to avoid hatred and for the spirit of brotherhood and affection to prevail
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among Muslims around the world, and it is necessary to emphasize the etiquette
of difference and avoid the negative aspects of disagreement



