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Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, we praise and thank Allah, the exalted.
We seek help and guidance from Him, we believe in Him and trust Him. And we
seek refuge in Him from the evil of our souls and deeds. He that Allah guides is the
guided, and the one He let go astray will have no one to be his guide. I testify there
is no god except Allah, and that our master- Muhammad 1s His servant and
messenger. O Allah send peace and blessing on Muhammad (SAW), his
household, companions and those who follow them in righteousness until the Day
of Judgment.

O servants of Allah! I admonish you and myself to fear Allah the exalted both in
secret and in public since it is (the only mean to) success, victory, and salvation.

Allah says: O you who have believed, fear Allah as He should be feared and do
not die except as Muslims [in submission to Him/J. (3:102)
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Dear brothers in faith, being the last sermon in the month of Rajab, in the month
where there was an important event that took place during the lifetime of the
prophet, peace be upon him- the Al-Isra (Night Journey) and Al-miraaj
(Ascension) as discussed in a previous week. But today’s kutbah is about salah.

Brothers and sisters, know that prayer is the spiritual ascension for Muslims,
during which they experience through it the shade of the closeness to Allah, the
Lord of the worlds, every day, and for our Noble Prophet, peace and blessings be
upon him, it was the comfort of the eye and the tranquility of the heart. The
Prophet- peace be upon him said: “... and my comfort has been provided in
prayer.”

It is a worship that the prophet (saw) received directly from the Lord of the
universe during his Miraculous Night Journey and Ascension. To demonstrate the
value of this worship, no angel was given the task of bringing down the obligation
to earth, but Allah honored His messenger with ascension to heaven, salah became
an obligation then, and that is a special quality that distinguishes salat from other
forms of ritual worships in Islam.

Salat was made obligatory some three years before hijrah, it was initially fifty
before concession was made to five, but the reward for the five is still the same as
fifty. This is a sign of Allah’s love for it and shows its great status in Islam.
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Salat is the most emphasized obligation after the two shahaadah— testimonies
among the five pillars of Islam. The Prophet said: “Islam has been built upon five
things — on testifying that there is no god except Allah, and that Muhammad is
His Messenger; on performing salah; on giving the zakah; on performing
pilgrammage to the House (the Ka’bah at Makkah), and on fasting during
Ramadhan. (bukhari)



The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him have attributed the one who
abandoned it to kufr- disbelief. The Prophet, peace be upon him said: “Between a
man and disbelief and shirk is the abandonment of prayer.” (Muslim.).
Narrated Abdullah, the sibling of Al-‘aqeeliy, he said: “The companions of the
prophet did not regard the neglect of any act as being kufr other than prayer.”
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Salat is the first act that a person will be held accountable for on the day of
judgement. The Messenger of Allah, upon whom be peace, said “The first of
man’s deeds for which he will be called to account on the Day of Resurrection
will be Salat. If it is found to be good, he will be safe and successful; but if it is
incomplete, he will be unfortunate and a loser.” (Related by at-Tirmidhi.)

It 1s also the only worship that is inseparable from the one who is obligated and
remains with him throughout his life and does not leave him in any case.

Salat wipes out sins. The prophet said: “Have you considered, if there is a river
at the door of any one of you where he takes a bath five times daily, would any
of his dirt remain? They said: “Nothing will remain of his dirt” He replied:
“That is the similitude of the five daily prayers, Allah cleanses dirt with it.”
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From the beginning of Islam, salat in general term has been legislated as evident in
the Makkan surahs that enjoin its establishment. However, the five daily prayers
as we know them were made obligatory on the night of Isra wal miraaj. The



evidence for the establishment of the five daily prayers are all over the Quran and
sunnah:

From the Qur’an:

Allah says in many verses of the Qur’an (OM‘ 152813) “And establish prayer” (2:
110) Also (Lishsa LES Gutaisall o EO 335al &) “Indeed, prayer has been decreed
upon the believers a decree of specified times.” (4: 103).

From the Sunnah:

The prophet, peace be upon him, said during the farewell sermon: “Worship your
Lord, observe your (five daily) salat, observe your (Ramadan) fast, make
pilgrimage to your (sacred) house, pay the zakat of your wealth generously,
you shall enter the paradise of your Lord.”

He, peace be upon him also said in what Al-Nasa’i, Abu Dawood and Ibn Majah
narrated on the authority of Ubadah bin Al-Samit: “There are five prayers which
Allah has prescribed on His servants. If anyone offers them, not losing any of
them, and not treating them lightly, Allah guarantees that He will admit him
to Paradise. If anyone does not offer them, Allah does not take any
responsibility for such a person. He may either punish him or admit him to
Paradise.” Finally, it is unanimously agreed upon by the Muslims regarding the
obligatory nature of salat.
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Dear Muslims, a month passed, and a month approaches, thus, in such situation, it

1s good for us to hasten to repentance unto Allah, the Almighty in preparation for
the blessed month of Ramadan. Abu Bakr Al-Warraq Al-Balkhi said: The month of
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Rajab is a month for planting. Shaban is the month of irrigating the crops, and
Ramadan is the month of harvesting the crops.

The first thing to start with is the sincere repentance. The first preparation, the first
seed we should sow is to gain nearness to Allah through the kind of repentance
deserving from someone whose records is blackened by sins all through the year.
So that he could get the opportunity to cleanse it with repentance in this month.
Likewise, for someone who have wasted his age in docility, to maximum available
gains in the remnant of his life.

If we are not already doing, let us also start training our self and fast Mondays and
Thursdays for example, or fast the 3 days in the middle of the lunar month. Let us
increase our charity and remembrance of Allah. Let us increase our Quran
recitation and understanding.
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O Allah in this hour: Make for every one who is going through distress among the Muslims a relief,
and for every oppressed a way out, and for every sad happiness, and for every need a good answer,
and for every sick healing, O Allah, O Qayyum, O Lord of the worlds, O most merciful of the merciful.
grant us sincerity in the dua and acceptance in obedience, victory over enemies, overcoming
difficulties. O Allah, O Qayyum, O Lord of the worlds, O most merciful of the merciful. May Allah bless
our master Muhammad and his family and companions



