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All Praise be to Allah the All Mighty, the powerful, the wise, the whole universe
is in his grasp, he does what he wants, there is no objection to what he gave and no
giver to what he prevented. What He opens to people of mercy it cannot be held,
and what He Held, it cannot be released.

Glory be to him, no one can perfectly praise him, and the slaves do not reach the
thanks of his grace.

I testify that there is no God but Allah alone who has no partner and I testify that
Muhammad is his servant and messenger, may God's prayers and blessings be
upon him, his family, his companions, and their followers until the Day of
Judgment. (Oh, you who believe be conscious of Allah as He should and die not
except in state of Islam) we ask Allah to grant us to be conscious of Him.
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Which guest are we talking about today? Months go by and years follow and this
dear guest still spreads its fragrance in the months and years. The prophet PBUH
says about this guest: 'There has come to you Ramadan, a blessed month, which
Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, has enjoined you to fast. In it the gates of heavens
are opened, and the gates of Hell are closed, and every devil is chained up. In it
Allah has a night which is better than a thousand months; whoever is deprived of
its goodness 1s indeed deprived."
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Ibn Rajab May Allah have mercy on him said: this hadith is a base for people
congratulating one another on the month of Ramadan, and how can we not
congratulate the believer when we know that Jannah’s gates are opening, and how
can we not congratulate the sinner and we know that hell’s doors are closing, and
how can we not congratulate any sound person with the devil getting chained.
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Think right now about the dearest person to your heart, imagine if they have been
away for 11 months, and you were told that they are returning within few days.
How will your joy be at their coming, and your happiness to their return? The first
etiquette before starting the month of Ramadan is preparing for it before you
witness it, be eager to witness it, be happy that it’s getting closer. This is from
glorifying the rituals of Allah, (So, it is. Whoever glorifies the rituals of Allah—it
is from the piety of the hearts)
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People of Islam, I apologize to you that I’'m talking today about Ramadan, and I’'m
not apologizing because I’'m talking early when there is still one more Jumaa in
Sha’ban but because we’re late in talking and preparing to welcome this honorable
guest. The prophet PBUH used to fast a lot in the month of Sha’ban preparing for
Ramadan physically and spiritually.

If we were told that a very important person is coming to visit us in our house, we
would start preparing for such a visit before weeks. What about a month that has
uncounted virtues. It’s the month of patience, Ihsan, mercy, forgiveness. The
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month of Dua’a, reading Quran, the month of repentance and getting closer to the
Almighty. The salaf used to make dua’a for a long time that Allah blesses them to
witness this month.
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And if Ramadan is the month of blessings, mercy and spirituality, being persistent
in disobedience and committing sins obscures all these beautiful meanings. People
of faith.. sinning has serious effects on hardening of the hearts, and preventing it
from what keeps it going well. If you have messed it up with sins then here is
Ramadan right around the corner, great season to start over. So prepare your heart
from now. And beware of not making the days of Ramadan like your regular days
but always make them stand out, doing better deeds, better intentions etc.
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People of faith.. if you were before Ramadan lazy on attending congregational
prayers in the masjid then make up your mind that in Ramadan you will train
yourself to attend congregational prayers more, and if you were not paying enough
charity throughout the year, Ramadan is a good reason to renew your intention and
make it a season of giving back, and if you were not remembering Allah frequently
enough, make up your mind to change that in this month of Ramadan.

We ask Allah SWT to grant us all the blessing of witnessing the month of
Ramadan and make us among those accepted in this month.
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People of Islam, what have we prepared while we are about to start this month?
Have we prepared a sincere intention and determination going in? Did we search in
our hearts to know where we stand? The intention to fast is made by every Muslim,
but the intention of devotion and sincerity is what only a minority do as Allah says:
(But none will attain it except those who are patient, and none will attain it except
the very fortunate.)
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The plan for Ramadan and the goals.
"He who provides a fasting person something with which to break his fast, will

earn the same reward as the one who was observing the fast, without diminishing
in any way the reward of the latter."
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