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Praise be to Allah. The Gracious, the Merciful. We praise him, we seek His help,
we seek His forgiveness, and we seek refuge in Allah from the evil within
ourselves and our evil deeds. Whoever Allah guides, there is none to misguide
him. Whoever Allah let go astray, there is none to guide him. I testify there is no
God but Allah alone, without any partners, and that Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, is His servant and His messenger (O people! Be conscious
of your Lord, who created you from a single soul, and created from it its mate, and
propagated from them many men and women. And be conscious of Allah through
whom you demand your mutual rights and reverence the wombs that bore you,
Allah 1s Watchful over you.) we ask Allah to grant us being conscious of Him.

(Oh you who believe be conscious of Allah and let every soul consider what it has
forwarded for the morrow and be conscious of Allah, Allah is aware of what you
do)

The best words are the words of Allah and the best way of living is the way lived
by the prophet PBUH.
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People of Islam, Allah SWT says (And hold tight to the rope of Allah, altogether,
and do not become divided) and from the ways of holding tight to the rope of Allah
is the sunnah we are talking about today. This act concerns the individual and the
community and its never fulfilled except with including other people and it was
motivated by the prophet PBUH.
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Servants of Allah, Allah the almighty says (And those who respond to their Lord,
and pray regularly, and conduct their affairs by mutual consultation, and give of
what We have provided them.) Allah SWT included in one verse consultation
together with the greatest acts of worship in Islam, responding to Allah, praying
and charity. This proves that ‘Shura’ consultation is big deal act in Islam.
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So, what is Shura? Or consultation: the action or process of formally consulting or
discussing. To come up with the best choice that benefits the most. The prophet
PBUH said: “Religion is Advice”, the companions said: “to whom, O messenger of
Allah?” he said: “To Allah, to His book, to his messenger, to the leaders of the
Muslims and to their common folk™ and 1sn’t consultation in other terms advice?
Therefore, the giving of a person’s opinion advising with the intention that its for
the benefit of other Muslims is Religion as per the hadith. And this shows the
importance of consultation and participation with other Muslims.
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‘Shura’ consultation has a critical importance in the life of the individual and the
community, the person who consults wise people may or may not know the pros
and cons of the choice he or she is going to make, maybe they were even
determined to take that decision but after consulting others, it was shown that their
choice isn’t the right one, therefore refrains. Allah SWT says in two different
places (So ask the people of knowledge if you do not know.)
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We ask Allah to make us among those who listen to the word and follow the best
of it.
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People of Islam, applying shura in our lives results in familiarity, love and great
social solidarity. Imagine when you consult a group of people regarding something
that’s of an importance to them, this move will definitely create a good relationship

between you and those who you consulted because they find in your consultation
respect and appreciation for them and their opinions. It doesn’t make sense to
consult someone knowing that they are not smart enough. Plus, it will also change
your picture in their minds that you don’t take decisions based solely on your
personal opinion.
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If we look at the life of the prophet PBUH we’d quickly come to realize that he
used to always consult his companions as Abu Hurairah MABPWH said “no one
was more consulting than the prophet” and in that a lesson to all the Muslims, as

the prophet doesn’t need more wisdom he is even supported by the ‘wahy’ the
revelation from Allah but to teach us the importance of shura by applying it in his
life. For instance, the time of Uhud battle, he consulted the people of Madinah as

to whether the Muslims should go out to fight or stay in Madinah and defend. Most
said they should go out and fight and that’s what happened even though the
prophet’s opinion was to stay in Madinah and defend but he went with the
majority. He used to consult a lot, even in personal matters, it was narrated that he
told Aisha MABPWH ““I am going to mention to you something but you should not
hasten (to give your reply) unless you consult your parents”.

o) Ll cdie dl) ey gaaall JSH sl 13gd ccalu g agle d lean dll gy calanal (1S 138
i Tazen ) L) e et dll o - Ul (g e Jad S5 ol 5 G ld ca
055 by sesia s 5 S Labage (3 (o5l dl ga  coday DDA (5 Jliay agdl 3 Aalall 5 oLl
eale Al ) sy clilal) Ay aa (55l BB anad

The companions of the prophet were also applying this sunnah, Abu Bakr for
example consulted the people to begin a war, so did, Umar, he consulted
everybody as to who to pick to be the next Khalifa (ruler) there were many stories
about how they applied shura in their lives and the lives of other companions
MABPWT.
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We should take the prophet and his companions an example in applying shura in
our lives. (And those who respond to their Lord, and pray regularly, and conduct
their affairs by mutual consultation, and give of what We have provided them.)
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People of Islam, to conclude this khutbah with practical matters, its of a good thing
to apply this sunnah in setting regular meetings with the society regardless of the
different opinions, those meetings are suppose to be held for those different
opinions and views of Muslims in what matters to their Deen and Dunya and for
the Muslims to remain engaged. People of Islam, our religion supports shura and
this shows clearly how much every person’s point of view is taken into
consideration and how much the human is valued as Allah says (We have honored
the Children of Adam, and carried them on land and sea, and provided them with
good things, and greatly favored them over many of those We created.)
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It’s also worth mentioning that shura can only be applied in life related matters and

religious matters that are not of a revelation. Because whatever is set by Allah, that

would be the best to do, we don’t have to do shura and think of what the right thing

is to do. We ask Allah to make us among those who listen to the word and follow
the best of it.
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