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Praise be to Allah. The Gracious, the Merciful. We praise him, we seek His help,
we seek His forgiveness, and we seek refuge in Allah from the evil within
ourselves and our evil deeds. Whoever Allah guides, there is none to misguide
him. Whoever Allah let go astray, there is none to guide him. I testify there is no
God but Allah alone, without any partners, and that Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, is His servant and His messenger: (Oh you who believe be
conscious of Allah as He should and do not die except in state of Islam) we ask
Allah to grant us being conscious of Him.
Allah (sw) raised the status of those who have Iman and knowledge. He says:
(Allah elevates those among you who believe, and those given knowledge, many
steps/levels).
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Allah SWT says (Say, “Are those who know and those who do not know equal?”),
Allah SWT designated a high level for knowledge that’s why the first verse
revealed from the Quran was (Read, in the name of your lord who created) and
Allah also said (Noon. By the pen, and by what they inscribe) and we nowadays in
this area are getting back to schools, universities and colleges.
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Returning to schools and universities is a great blessing, and that is why I remind
myself and you with few points, and I start first with the fathers and mothers.
What is your role, parent? We need a parent who is aware and understands the
requirements of the youth and the rights of kids over their parents as mandated by
Islam?!

Some parents think that their role does not go beyond buying the clothes, books
and the pens and they say, “My role ended at this point. What do you want more
from me?!!

We say: Yes, may Allah bless you. This is important and great thing to do. This is
a duty on you that you fulfilled, and you will be rewarded for that. If you did it for
the sake of Allah. The Prophet, PBUH, says: “If a man spends on his family for the
sake of Allah, then it is charity for him.”

But it is wrong for some fathers and mothers to care about this aspect, the aspect of
providing clothing, food and drink (what the body needs), without paying attention
to the more important aspect, which is what the mind and heart requires. It is very
important to pay attention to the heart and soul. The father and mother must be
present and follow up with his children at home and communicate with their
teachers at school so the raised children are raised as true Muslims with the
technical qualifications needed so we have a generation that loves science and
helps its community and its ummah at large. Parents, the task of education is not
confined to the school alone; Rather, the parents have the greatest share in it. Allah
(swt) said: (O you who believe! Protect yourselves and your families from a Fire,
whose fuel is people and stones. Over it are angels, fierce and powerful. They
never disobey Allah in anything He commands them, and they carry out whatever
they are commanded.)

This noble verse is the basis for teaching family and offspring. Ali, may God be
pleased with him, said about this verse: (Protect yourselves), that is, teach them
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and discipline them.” Narrated by al-Hakim and authenticated it, and on the
authority of Ad-Dahhak and Mugqatil, may God have mercy on them, who said: “It
is an obligation on the Muslim to teach family what Allah made obligatory and He
forbade them.”
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The parents are effective teachers. The prophet (saw) said: “Everyone is born upon
fitra, but his parents make him a Jew, a Christian, or a Magian” and he PBUH said
("Allah, His angels, the dwellers of the heaven and the earth, and even the ant in its
hole and the fish (in water) supplicate in favor of those who teach people
knowledge.) so parents are included in this group that the hadith is telling about but
they have to keep in mind that teaching is not what’s written on papers or said
verbally as much as it’s what they see from actions therefore you need to always
remember that you are a role model and keep in mind that kids see you as an
example. Taking care of this will be heavy in your scale in the day of judgement.
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Fathers and mothers, it is not hidden from you, rather it should not be hidden from
you what is taught in the school curricula here, and always remember that the role
of the home is more important in many stages than the role in Muslim societies in
establishing Islamic concepts and the correct belief.
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Students: You have returned to the study benches, so how did you start this year?
Have you renewed the intention and made it sincere to God Almighty in seeking
knowledge? Do you remember the day that you sought every morning to study
places, the saying of the Prophet, may God’s prayers and peace be upon him:
“Whoever seeks a path in search of knowledge, God will make easy for him a path
to heaven?” Do you invoke God’s piety in your request? For the knowledge, and
Allah says: (And fear Allah, and Allah will teach you, and Allah is All-Knowing)
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(And fear Allah. Allah teaches you)

My student brother, what kind of colleagues and friends do you choose to
accompany you in school, on the street, and at all events?! Are they of the type that
will help you to do good and guides you to it, or are they of the type that calls you
to vices and justifies you to do wrong? Remember that the Prophet, may God bless
him and grant him peace, says: “A person is on the religion of his friend,” and he
also says: “A person is with the one he loves.” And he says: “Do not accompany
only a believer, and only the pious eat your food.” And that is why a group of the
predecessors said: The companion is the one who guides you to Allah.
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And a final advice for whoever is capable let it be a father, mother, older sibling or
a teacher, to instill the spirit of watching Allah and not to watch for the teacher or
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the parent but to watch Allah the Almighty. It’s beautiful to instill in their hearts
the love of education and knowledge and you won’t be able to do that without
showing them an example and here comes the necessity of learning our history so
they can have someone that they can set as a great example. It’s beautiful to instill
in their hearts that they are learning for the benefit of the Muslim Ummabh for the
benefit of humanity not for the sake of getting a degree and then a job and that’s it.
We ask Allah to make us among those who listen to the word and follow the best
of it.
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